As Listener Fund Drive Comes Up Short, VPR Blames Weather

In an article in the Burlington Free Press on 7/9/04 ("Vermont Public Radio fund-raising shortfall has station looking for answers"), VPR's senior management agonized over a recent failure to meet the station's fundraising goal. Perhaps it was the weather, or news fatigue from coverage of the war in Iraq that drove the listeners and their dollars away, they speculated. VPR claims allegiance to its listeners, but station management is apparently reluctant to consider possibility that listener dissatisfaction caused the shortfall. 

When thousands of VPR members signed petitions and argued for the award-winning news program Democracy Now!  to be added to VPR's lineup, VPR’s station manager, Mark Vogelzang, summarily dismissed their request. (When the grassroots campaign received support from VPR underwriters and Congressman Sanders, the station reluctantly conceded that there might be issues with its current affairs coverage. But for now, VPR’s news remains the same dismal affair).
An alternative pledge drive asking VPR listeners to make their financial support conditional on VPR airing Democracy Now! has received over $10,000 in pledges from discontent VPR listeners. 
So maybe it's not the weather. Maybe VPR's faithful listeners – after being patronized when they expected to have their opinion heard – are now acting. In a recent fundraising letter, VPR board chairman Bill Shubart asked Vermonters to consider "what place VPR's breadth of news and information has in their life." I'd say "not much at all," since I have to turn elsewhere to get the full story and the facts. Perhaps VPR is simply loosing support from discerning listeners who prefer substance over glossy but vapid, biased and overpriced infotainment from NPR. 

"One pledge drive does not make a trend," insists VPR's VP of Development, Robin Turneau, but until VPR decides to become relevant to Vermonters again by taking a genuine interest in their fervent request for improved news coverage I’m pledging my support elsewhere. 
