











Annex 2.

Much time was dedicated before the beginning of
field visits to consultations with government of-
ficials in Khartoum and in the states of in El Fashir
and El Geneina to explain the study and seek their
collaboration and permission. In some cases, ad-
ditional permission was required to enter settle-
ments controlled by the Sudan Liberation Army
(SLA), despite the fact that the SLA had signed
a temporary peace accord with the government.
In both states, logisticians were hired to facilitate
arrangements and transportation in all of the
communities selected for visits. Most settlements
were only accessible by air using World Food Pro-
gramme (WEFP) flights, with transport costs nearly
doubling during the time period of the research.

For security reasons, the researchers
traveled like locals, using local transportation
and inconspicuous identification so as not to call
attention to themselves. After completing the
community visits, however, the interviewers
reported that this approach may not have been
ideal. This is because the interviewers were
sometimes mistaken for government officials,
who had recently visited for the population
census, or representatives of national NGOs
affiliated with the Sudanese government'’s
security apparatus. Particularly in North Darfur,
where many of the settlements and communities
were likely to have had a significant rebel
presence, this may have led to some suspicion
among the local population.*

The interviewers were concerned that
the local sheikhs were often motivated to
overestimate the size of the IDP community. For
this reason, they tried to consult several other
sources within each settlement to get more
accurate assessment of the size of the displaced
population. While the researchers had hoped
that the population size reported by the sheikhs
directly to them would be more accurate and
up-to-date than the numbers reported by OCHA,
they ultimately were left in some doubt. This
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is because the population numbers reported in
the survey were often higher (in 12 out of 17
communities) and sometimes smaller (in four out
of 17 communities) than population numbers
reported for the same year by OCHA.

Accommodations were difficult in the
communities distant from the state capital.
Thanks to the generosity of WFP and Save the
Children (USA), the interviewers were able to
find accommodation in their guest houses in
some of these remote locations.

Communications between the research
communities and the state capitals as well as the
nearest Population Council office in Khartoum
were also difficult due to lack of internet and cell
phone service. Visits to two camps in West Darfur
near the border with Chad had to be delayed
for about six months until the end of the study
period because of rebel invasions. Researchers
were unable to visit two settlements (Tawilla and
Umm Baru) because of security concerns.

Despite these challenges, the fieldwork
proceeded relatively smoothly. This was
undoubtedly the result of the thorough
groundwork of the logisticians and the careful
work done by the local study director and the
researchers to build rapport with local officials
and NGOs within each of the communities they
visited.

The international advisory committee
recommended that the researchers take special
precautions to keep the data secure and to
transmit them as quickly as possible once the
interviewers had left the community.

*One community was determined to be too dangerous to visit because
of ongoing ethnic tensions. In several locations, interviewers heard gunshots
at night. In one settlement, a female interviewer could not participate in the
data collection; local residents were suspicious because she came from a rec-
ognizably different ethnic group.
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