
A call upon the governments of the region to respond to the
displacements from Central America following domestic and
international law

STATEMENT

Regarding the reports of the departure of migrants in a caravan from Central America, the undersigned
organizations call upon the governments of El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico and the United States,
to ensure that their response to this population is in strict compliance with human rights and guarantee the
possibility to seek asylum for all persons who flee violence and persecution in their countries of origin, or
flee as a result of the conditions caused by the environmental and social impact of the hurricanes in Central
America. 

The situation of extreme financial vulnerability faced by a large portion of the population in Central America
expanded and deepened considerably in the last year as a result of the economic crisis caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic, in addition to the destruction caused by the Eta and Iota hurricanes. Furthermore, the
population of Central American countries is exposed to a widespread climate of violence and growing State
repression. In addition, there are important challenges in terms of sexual and gender violence, abuse and
discrimination against indigenous communities, and prevention of crimes and administration of justice due
to the institutional weakness and corruption problems. Given this situation, the people who leave Central
America have international protection needs that the governments of the region have an obligation to
address, based on domestic and international law. 

Since the beginning of the Remain in Mexico Program in January 2019, followed by the migration agreement
between Mexico and the United States in June 2019, as well as the United States’ Asylum Cooperation
Agreements with Honduras, El Salvador and Guatemala, our organizations have noted with great concern a
series of policies and actions of the governments of the region that jeopardize the safety, welfare and life of
the migrant population, as well as limit the possibility to seek international protection. We are concerned the
announcements made up to this point by the governments, both individually (Mexico, Guatemala and the
United States) and jointly (communiqués January 11 y January 13), regarding their response to caravans or
Central American exodus. Even though the need to respond in compliance with human rights is recognized in
all these communiqués, the specific actions and the message that they send is one of contention,
dissuasion and criminalization. 

We are worried that in their response to this caravan, the governments will base their actions on the
strategies that they followed last year, despite international organizations such as the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights having expressed concerns about these actions. We are particularly worried
that the governments will fail to take specific actions to prevent refoulment and to address humanitarian
needs with a differentiated approach that takes into account gender, age and travel conditions.

We reiterate our concern regarding the role of the armed forces, including the Mexican National Guard, in the
detention of migrants, since they are military bodies that lack training on care to vulnerable populations. We
stress that the first recommendation issued by the Mexican National Commission on Human Rights (CNDH)
to the National Guard addressed its actions in response to the migrant caravan of January 2020. In this
recommendation, the CNDH stated that the Mexican National Migration Institute (INM) violated the rights of
the victims by allowing the National Guard to verify the migratory status of migrants and to detain them.
Moreover, it found that the National Guard had used arbitrary and disproportional force against migrants,
and that both authorities failed to safeguard the rights of the children travelling in the caravan.
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https://consulmex.sre.gob.mx/sanpedrosula/index.php/mx-no-promueve-caravanas
https://igm.gob.gt/protocolo-de-atencion-a-migrantes-que-ingresaran-en-caravana-prevista-para-el-15-de-enero/
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/speeches-and-statements/declaraci-n-del-comisionado-de-cbp-mark-morgan-sobre-la-potencial?fbclid=IwAR0GyE42-PzvMxOrtgKWpfumFGpMozMLAxaLCsP3_ianumWCa3Vsk30ShDw
https://www.gob.mx/sre/prensa/mexico-el-salvador-guatemala-y-honduras-presentan-declaracion-conjunta-sobre-la-gestion-integral-de-los-procesos-migratorios-en-la-region?state=published
https://www.gob.mx/sre/prensa/paises-miembros-de-la-crm-presentaron-la-declaracion-extraordinaria-sobre-la-gobernanza-efectiva-de-la-migracion-regional?state=published
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/027.asp
https://www.cndh.org.mx/sites/default/files/documentos/2020-10/COM_2020_343.pdf


The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights also noted “worrying episodes of use of force by the
National Guard” in its response to the caravan. Furthermore, the governments of Guatemala and Honduras
have used various police and military forces to dissuade and contain migratory flows, without applying
protocols to identify protection needs and without using a differentiated approach that takes into account
gender, age and travel conditions. 

We are concerned about the “state of prevention” measures issued by the Government of Guatemala for the
departments of lzabal, Zacapa, Chiquimula, Jutiapa, El Progreso, Petén and Santa Rosa. We also find it
worrying that the governments of Guatemala and Honduras condition the departure of minors on that they
are accompanied by both parents, as well as the “curfew” announced by the Government of Honduras, which
is a measure that has been used to prevent persons from leaving their country, a right codified in Article 13
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

In the context of the most recent caravans of the Central American exodus at the end of 2020, we were
alarmed to see that, instead of implementing sanitary measures to guarantee the right to seek asylum in
Mexico, Mexico’s INM issued a communiqué warning of the possibility of “charges of 5 to 10 years of
imprisonment for those who expose another to risk of infection”. These measures are contrary to the legal
considerations issued by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in March 2020
regarding the access to territory for persons in need of international protection in the context of COVID-19.
These guidelines recognize that States can implement measures such as health screening prior to entry
and/or quarantine but emphasize that “such measures may not result in denying them an effective
opportunity to seek asylum or result in refoulement”.

Although the United States is still the destination of many migrants who already have support networks in
this country and feel there is where their lives and integrity would be safest, it is important to stress that
Mexico has increasingly become a destination country. By taking the important decision not to close its
borders to persons seeking protection during the pandemic, Mexico receive 41,329 asylum petitions in 2020,
while over 100,000 persons applied for asylum in Mexico during the two previous years. Even though the
United States President-elect Joe Biden has committed to restoring the right to seek asylum on the border
with Mexico and to receive 125,000 refugees this fiscal year, this commitment does not absolve Mexico
from its obligation to offer asylum to the persons who seek it in the country. In order to do so, the Mexican
Government must strengthen the Mexican Commission for Refugee Assistance’s (COMAR) capacity and
develop policies for the integration of refugees in the country.

We recognize the importance of the incoming Government of the United States having shown a strong
commitment to migrants and asylum seekers, which presents an opportunity for the governments of Mexico
and Central America to develop policies and a migration management that respect and promote the human
rights of the population in mobility. We will advocate that the Biden government honors its commitments. A
new United States Government is an opportunity to work with the Mexican Government to develop a
cooperation plan with Central America to address the causes of migration, together with civil society
organizations, as well as an opportunity to increase regional cooperation regarding the persons in need of
protection, and to dismantle illegal and inhuman programs such as Remain in Mexico, the United States’
Asylum Cooperation Agreements with El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras, as well as the Title 42
expulsions by the United States authorities.
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https://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/027.asp
https://twitter.com/guatemalagob/status/1349698873988689926?s=24
https://www.refworld.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/rwmain/opendocpdf.pdf?reldoc=y&docid=5e786ab14
https://www.gob.mx/cms/uploads/attachment/file/604569/CIERRE_DICIEMBRE-2020__1-Ene-2021_.pdf


Guarantee the right to seek asylum in the country chosen by the person as a safe destination.
Include assessments of protection needs, to ensure the principle of non-refoulement of persons to a
country where their lives and fundamental freedoms are at risk.
Address humanitarian needs in accordance with biosecurity protocols to avoid the spread of COVID-
19, as well as to include the migrant population and those who assist them in the preventive measures
and health care in this context.
Implement informative campaigns to ensure that the persons know their rights.
Refrain from detaining asylum seekers and comply with the Mexican legislation that prohibits the
detention of unaccompanied and accompanied children and adolescents.
Ensure that the States’ responses actively involve the competent authorities on refugees, health,
protection of the rights of children and other bodies responsible for the wellbeing and rights of
vulnerable groups in the design and implementation of any measure.
Promote and guarantee the accountability of migration officials and other elements deployed for
immigration enforcement actions in case of crimes or human rights violations against migrants and
persons seeking international protection, as well as of those who defend their rights.
Withdraw military elements from immigration enforcement and verification actions, including the
National Guard in Mexico, and ensure that these actions are carried out by civil authorities.
Ensure that all persons who have valid documents showing that they applied for asylum in the United
States under the Remain in Mexico Program can travel freely and safely to the port of entry where they
need to follow their immigration proceedings.

Consequently, we call upon each government of the region to ensure that the response to possible caravans
from Central America, as well as the cooperation established between the countries:

ENDORSED BY

Al Otro Lado
Albergye Tochan-Nuestra Casa
Aldeas Infantiles SOS México 
Alianza Americas
Alianza Binacional Migración y Desarrollo AC
AMECAN
America Sin Muros, AC
Ángeles de la Frontera
Asistencia y Orientación para la Movilidad Humana, Asmovilidad A.C.
Asociación Coordinadora Comunitaria de Servicios para La Salud -ACCSS-
Asociación Gente Positiva
Asociación La Alianza 
Asociación La Sagrada Familia
Asociación Lambda 
Asociación Pop No’j 
Asociación Procrece
Asociadas por lo Justo JASS Mesoamérica 
Asylum Access México (AAMX) A.C.
Border Kindness 
CAFAMI A.C.
Casa de Acogida Formación y Empoderamiento de la Mujer Migrante y Refugiada (CAFEMIN)
Casa de la Cultura 4 de Noviembre LGBTIQ
Casa del Migrante San José Esquipulas
Casa Nicolás
Center for Gender & Refugee Studies
Centro 32/FBT
Coalición Binacional vs Trump
Club Tonatico Waukegan

Civil Society Organizations
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Coalición Internacional Contra la Detención 
Coalición LGBTTTIQ + Sonora
Coalición SOS Migrantes
Colectiva Infancias
Colectivo Contra la Tortura y la Impunidad
Colectivo Michoacán es Diversidad 
Colectivo Nazareth
Comisión Ciudadana de Transparencia y Probidad de Quetzaltenango 
Comisión Mexicana de Defensa y Promoción de los Derechos Humanos (CMDPDH)
Comité Nacional para la Defensa y Conservación de Los Chimalapas
Confederación Internacional de Mexicanos en el Extranjero Cime México Usa. Ac. New York, Coordinación New Jersey
Comité de Solidaridad y Derechos Humanos Monseñor Romero A. C
Conseil Migrant
Consejo Ciudadano del Instituto Nacional de Migración, CCINM 
Cristosal
Cultura Migrante
Derechos Humanos Integrales en Acción, A.C.
Despertar Maya, Los Ángeles, California
Dignidad y Justicia en el Camino A.C. 
Dirección de Incidencia de Universidad Iberoamericana Ciudad de México
Diverciudad A.C. Asociación Sonorense por una Ciudad diversa e incluyente
Efecto Violeta-Migración afectiva 
Ejercito de Salvación, AC
Embajada Migrante
Equipo Claretiano ante la ONU 
Equipo de Estudios Comunitarios y Acción Psicosocial - ECAP
Espacio Migrante, AC
Federación Sindical Mundial (FSM) Sección México
Festivales Solidarios 
Frente cívico progresista de mexicanos en el exterior
Frente Migrante de Chicago
Fundación Juprovi
Fundación para la Justicia y el Estado Democrático de Derecho (FJEDD)
Fundación Promigrante
Gente Unida
Georgina y sus Ángeles que Ayudan
Geographies of Displacement Research Initiative
Global Exchange 
Golondrinas Migrantes
Grupo Articulador México del Plan de Acción de Brasil
Grupo Asesor en Migración y Salud (GAMyS)
HIAS México
Hope Border Institute
Iniciativa Ciudadana para la PCD, A. C.
Instituto de Derechos Humanos Ignacio Ellacuría S.J.
Instituto de Geografía para la paz AC  (IGP/Geopaz)
Instituto para las Mujeres en la Migración, AC (IMUMI)
Instituto para la Seguridad y la Democracia, A.C.
Izquierda Verde
JPIC CICM - LAC
Kids in Need of Defense (KIND)
Laboratorio de Investigación Social Justicia en Movimiento A. C.
Laboratorio de Investigaciones Transfronterizas-LIT
Latin America Working Group
Maderas del Pueblo del Sureste, AC
Madres y Familias Deportadas en Acción
Mesa de Coordinación Transfronteriza Migraciones y Género - MTMG-
Ministerio fortaleza en el día de tu angustia
Misioneros de San Carlos Scalabrinianos
Movimiento 8
Movimiento Católico Mundial por el Clima Guatemala
Movimiento Popular Revolucionario
Movimiento Unificado de Ex Braceros (MUEB), México
Network in Solidarity with the People of Guatemala (NISGUA)
Northern Illinois Justice for Our Neighbors (Justicia para Nuestros Veconios)
Oficina en Washington para Asuntos Latinoamericanos (WOLA)
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Oficina para la Diversidad Sexual y de Género Alta Verapaz 
Organización de Mujeres Tierra Viva
Organización México Americana para el Desarrollo, A.C.
Otra Guatemala Ya 
OTRANS-RN, REDTRANS-GT Y REDLACTRANS
Pastoral de Movilidad Humana Guatemala
Pastoral De Movilidad Humana Honduras 
Pastoral de Migrantes
Periódico Somosmigrantes
PRECADEM, A. C.
Prevención, Capacitación y Defensa del Migrante,A C. (PRECADEM)
PROCLADEGUA
Programa de Asuntos Migratorios Universidad Iberoamericana Ciudad de México-Tijuana
Programa de las Américas
Pueblo Sin Fronteras
Religioso claretiano
RPM/PMH
Save the Children México
Scalabrinianas Misión con Migrantes y Refugiados - SMR
Seguridad en Democracia (SEDEM)
Servicio Jesuita a Migrantes México
Sin Fronteras, IAP
Solidaridad y Misión, Misioneros Claretianos de América
Tribunal Internacional de Conciencia de los Pueblos en Movimiento (TICPM)
The Centers for Victims of Torture
Una Mano Amiga en la Lucha Contra el Sida, A.C.  (UMALCS)
Unidad de Protección a Defensoras y Defensores de Derechos Humanos -Guatemala (UDEFEGUA)
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee 
Universidad Migrante, A.C
Uno de Siete Migrando, A.C.
Voces Mesoamericanas, Acción con Pueblos Migrantes, AC
Witness at the Border/Testigos en la Frontera
Women's Refugee Commission (WRC)
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Networks of Civil Society Organizations

Colectivo de Observación y Monitoreo de Derechos Humanos en el Sureste Mexicano: American Friends Service Committee –
Oficina Regional América Latina y el Caribe (AFSC), Centro de Derechos Humanos Digna Ochoa, Centro de Derechos Humanos
Fray Matías de Córdova, Centro de Derechos Humanos Tepeyac, Centro de Derechos de las Víctimas de la Violencia Minerva
Bello, Formación y Capacitación (FOCA), Iniciativas para el Desarrollo Humano, Colectivo Kaltsilaltik A.C., Red Jesuita con
Migrantes –Centroamérica y Norteamérica, Servicio Jesuita a Migrantes – Comalapa, Servicio Jesuita a Refugiados México (JRS
México), Tzome Ixuk – Mujeres Organizadas A.C., Una Mano Amiga en la Lucha contra el SIDA, Voces Mesoamericanas –Acción
con Pueblos Migrantes A.C.

Grupo de Trabajo sobre Política Migratoria - GTPM: Aldeas Infantiles SOS México, I.A.P.; Alianza Américas; American Friends
Services Committee; Asylum Access México (AAMX) A.C.; Casa del Migrante Saltillo (Frontera con Justicia A.C.); Centro de
Derechos Humanos Fray Matías de Córdova, A.C.; Coalición Pro Defensa del Migrante de Baja California; Comisión Mexicana de
Defensa y Promoción de los Derechos Humanos; Fundación Appleseed México, A.C.; DHIA. Derechos Humanos Integrales en
Acción, A.C.; FUNDAR Centro de Análisis e Investigación, A.C.; IMUMI Instituto para las Mujeres en la Migración; Iniciativa
Ciudadana para la Promoción de la Cultura del Diálogo, A.C.; INSYDE Instituto para la Seguridad y la Democracia; M3 Movimiento
Migrante Mesoamericano; REDIM Red por los Derechos de la Infancia en México; Save The Children México, Sin Fronteras, IAP;
Servicio Jesuita a Migrantes México; Servicio Jesuita a Refugiados; SMR Scalabrinianas: Misión para Migrantes y Refugiados;
Leticia Calderón, Analista en temas migratorios; Brenda Valdés; Elba Coria; Manuel Ángel Castillo, Investigador; IDC International
Detention Coalition (Observadoras); Claudia Martínez Medrano, Jocelín Mariscal Agreda y Melissa A. Vértiz Hernández,
Secretaría Técnica.

Red Guatemalteca Mujeres Positivas en Acción
Red Jesuita  con Migrantes CA-NA
Red Jesuita con Migrantes Guatemala
Red Latinoamericana y Caribeña de Migración,  Refugio y Trata de Personas CLAMOR
Red Migrante del Sur
Red Nacional de Apoyo a Personas Migrantes y Refugiadas LGBT México
Red de Documentación de las Organizaciones Defensoras de Migrantes (REDODEM)
Refugio con Visión Diversa Quiche
Red Paisanos DC



Individuals
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Alfredo López Duran, Frente De Migrantes Dallas Tx
Alicia Zenteno, Red Ex Braceros Zacatecas
Amarela Varela
Carlos Martinez Renteria
Carlos Arango, Casa Aztlan Chicago
Dante Sánchez Carrera 
David Maciel 
Dolores Pineda, Washington Dc
Efraín Arteaga
Federico Campbell Peña, autor del libro Stop Trump! 
Federico Saenz La Laguna Estado 33 Torreón
Felipe Posadas
Fernando Suarez del Solar, Guerrero Azteca Org  Escondido Ca
Gabriel Macotela, Colectivo Pintores Vs Trump
Guillermo Gómez Peña 
Guillermo Ramírez, Maestro de la UNAM
Habacuc Lopez, Club Mexiquense Waikigan Ill 
Héctor Tenorio, Red Migrante Michoacán, Revista Unidad Parlamentaria
Hugo Castro, Embajada Del Migrante Tijuana
Jaime Martinez Veloz, Tijuana Reactiva Ong  
John Torres, La.Lupe Texas Valley
Jorge Luna, Arkansas Unidodlittle Rock
Juan Carlos Ortiz Rubio, Comité DH Valle De Mexicali
Juvencil Rocha, Amexcan Greenville Carolina Del Norte
Lorena Arizmendi, Red Migrante del Sur Ixtapan de la Sal Edomex
Luis Magaña, Unión de Trabajadores del Campo, Stokton Ca 
Luis Sotelo, Club Tonatico Edomex
Luicy Pedroza, profesora- investigadora de El Colegio de México, México & Asociada del German Institute of Global and Area
Studies, Berlín
Manuel Castro, Fedecme Chicago
María García, Coalición Binacional Vs Trump
Marcela Arteaga
Marta Villarreal 
Ramses Ancira, autor del documental Trumplandia
Ricardo Juárez, Mexicanos Sin Fronteras Ac Kansas
Rina Toruño, académico Universidad Texas Basin
Roberto Guillen, Revista Somos Migrantes AC Monterrey
Rosa Martha Zarate, Red Ex Braceros San Bernardino, CA
Salvador Reza, Arizona No Borders,
Sergio Arau
Sergio Tamei, Ángeles De La Frontera Mexicali
Wilner Metelus, Comité Afromexicanos y Naturalizados AC

Red Regional de Protección: Red que articula a 19 organizaciones de la sociedad civil y casas para personas migrantes en los
países de El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, y México: Casa Alianza (Honduras), Asociación Lambda (Guatemala), Casa del
Migrante de Ocotepeque, Pastoral de Movilidad Humana (Honduras), Casa del Migrante (Ciudad de Guatemala), Casa del Migrante
Misión Scalabrini (El Salvador), Casa del Migrante San José – Esquipulas (Guatemala), GMIES (El Salvador) Red Jesuita con
Migrantes (Guatemala), Pastoral de Movilidad Humana (Guatemala) y su Red Eclesial de Protección y Monitoreo RPM, Servicio
Jesuita con Migrantes – Comalapa, Chiapas (México), Asylum Access México (México), Pop No´j (Guatemala), Consejo Noruego
para Refugiados (oficina para Centroamérica), CDH Fray Matías de Córdova (México), Casa del Migrante Scalabrini (México),
Servicio Jesuita a Refugiados, Tapachula (México), La 72 Hogar-Refugio para Migrantes (México), Equipo de Reflexión,
Investigación y Comunicación (Honduras), Scalabrinianas Misión con Migrantes y Refugiados – SMR (México).

More information: 
Miriam González Sánchez

Instituto para las Mujeres en la Migración, AC
miriamg@imumi.org

Cel. 55 3733.5819


